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During Children’s Rights’ 2013 Fostering the 
Future campaign, we posed that question to 
people who spent their childhoods in state care.

Their voices came through loud and clear, and 
their answers didn’t surprise us.

They want the same reforms that Children’s 
Rights fights for every day.

They told us children don’t deserve to be shunted between foster homes, ripped from 
their brothers and sisters, or moved hundreds of miles from their communities just 
because they had to enter state care. They said kids need regular visits from caseworkers, 
quality mental health services, and safe, loving families.

“No child should endure what I had to endure – and there are thousands across the  
country just like me,” declared one young woman who lived in 20 places, was abused,  
heavily medicated and went hungry during her years in foster care.

It is unconscionable for any child to be forced to live through such horror and pain. But all 
across the United States kids are suffering. Children’s Rights is not sitting idly by. We are 
pursuing comprehensive legal campaigns to turn dangerous child welfare systems into safe 
havens for kids in need.

“�What would you 

change 
about foster care?” 
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During the past year, we intensified our fight for children in Texas – 
many of whom languish in state care as their hopes of living with permanent families 
dwindle. We continued to advocate for kids in Rhode Island, who too often are placed 
in orphanage-like institutions instead of homes with families. And we banded together 
with local advocates to file a suit on behalf of a South Carolina boy who was sexually 
assaulted at an institution, then denied the mental health services he desperately needed 
to heal.

In the midst of these battles, Children’s Rights continued to press on in states where we’ve 
already secured court-ordered reforms. We have monitored progress and held government 
officials accountable in Connecticut, Georgia, Michigan, Mississippi, New Jersey, 
Oklahoma, Tennessee, Washington, D.C. and Wisconsin.

Recent reports show that a number of these systems are making the very changes called 
for by our former foster youth. In Metropolitan Atlanta, for example, frontline 
caseworkers made more than 98 percent of required visits with children. In Connecticut, 
officials reduced the number of children sent to out-of-state institutions by almost 90 
percent, from 324 in January, 2011 to just 38 in August, 2013. And in Tennessee, kids are 
being moved between foster homes less often – 93 percent had two or fewer placements in 
the last 12 months.  

Children’s Rights is improving foster care, but more work remains. More than 640,000 
kids spend time in care each year, and your support helps ensure more of them are safe and 
grow up in loving families.

Recently our sound financial practices earned our organization four stars, the highest 
rating given by Charity Navigator, America’s largest independent charity evaluator. So 
you can be confident that gifts to Children’s Rights are being used wisely. Together we can 
continue to build the hopes of foster youth and ensure abused and neglected kids are given 
the protection and care they deserve.

Alan C. Myers
Chair, Board of Directors

Marcia Robinson Lowry
Executive Director and Founder
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Statement of Activities Year ended December 31, 2012

Much of Children’s Rights’ funding is derived from attorneys’ fees, which are not guaranteed and may 
take years to recover. Despite our impressive track record, it is critical that we diversify our funding 
through grants and contributions to ensure that we continue to improve the lives of thousands of kids.

Public Support and Revenue:

	 Attorneys’ Fees 	 1,519,374 		  1,519,374

	 Contributions 	 499,295 	 229,975 	 729,270

	 Special Events 	 483,712 		  483,712

	 Investment Income 	 329,171 		  329,171

	 In-Kind Donations 	 28,500 		  28,500

	 Program Income 	 12,397 		  12,397

	 Net Assets Released from Restrictions 	 447,197 	 (447,197) 	 —

	 Total Public Support and Revenue: 	 3,319,646	 (217,222) 	 3,102,424

Expenses:

	 Legal 	 5,300,874 		  5,300,874

	 Policy 	 442,851 		  442,851

	 Communications 	 581,827 		  581,827

	 Management and General 	 679,028 		  679,028

	 Fundraising 	 1,015,478 		  1,015,478

	 Total Expenses 	 8,020,058 		  8,020,058

Change in Net Assets 	 (4,700,412	)	 (217,222	) 	 (4,917,634	)

Net Assets – Beginning of Year 	 10,394,402 		 547,197 		 10,941,599

Net Assets – End of Year 	 5,693,990 		 329,975 		 6,023,965

Unrestricted Total
Temporarily
Restricted

2012 FINANCES
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Gifts of $50,000 +

Anonymous

Kasseem “Swizz Beatz” Dean

Philip Falcone

Charles M. & Mary D. Grant 
Foundation

Jordan Seaman / The Grateful 
Foundation

James Stanton

Gifts of $25,000 - 
$49,999

Laura Aswad and Joseph 
Belluck

Emery Celli Brinckerhoff & 
Abady LLP

Eve France and Howard Maisel

Leslie and Mark Lopez

The Ambrose Monell 
Foundation

Reebok International, Ltd.

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher 
& Flom LLP

Gifts of $10,000 - 
$24,999

Mark G. Bosswick

BET Networks

Brahman Management LLC

Simon Colin

CRY America

The Durst Organization

Larry Fox / Drinker, Biddle, & 
Reath LLP

Robert Gilman

Alexandra Stanton and  
Sam Natapoff

Anne Strickland Squadron

Warnaco Group, Inc.

Wofsey, Rosen, Kweskin & 
Kuriansky, LLP

Gifts of $5,000 - 
$9,999

Anonymous

Robin Dahlberg

Duffy & Duffy

Dan Galpern

Robert Julius

George Libert Foundation

Gwen R. Libstag

Lolin Perera

Joseph Regele

Weithorn & Ehrmann Families 
Fund of Tides Foundation

Gifts of $2,500 - 
$4,999

Monique V. Blake

Victor and Sono Elmaleh

Israel A. Englander

Robert Fagenson

Trevor Gale

Brandon Gardner

Franklin M. and Marie Gittes

HBO

Dame Barbara Hemmerle 
Gollust

Vicki and Sam Katz

Kramer, Dillof, Livingston & 
Moore

Jennifer M. Levanchy

David Lowenfeld and Sally 
Mendelsohn

The MacMillan Family 
Foundation

Darryl “DMC” McDaniels

Bruce and Julie Menin

Karen and George Milner

The Morrison & Foerster 
Foundation

John M. Neukom / Quinn 
Emanuel Urquhart & 
Sullivan LLP

Barry F. Schwartz

Carl Schwartz and Laurie 
Grasso

SL Green Realty Corp.

Anne and Bernard Spitzer

Motisola Zulu

DONORS 
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Gifts of $1,500 - 
$2,499

Anonymous I

Anonymous II

Gayle and Stephen Bernstein

Bremen House, Inc./Gonja 
Hartmann & Berrin Tekiner

Christina D. Brown

Dr. Sandra J. Dupree

Rainey and John Erwin

Jon and Kelly Freis

Jay A. Galluzzo

Corbin & Pamela Gwaltney

Linda and David K. Lakhdhir

Beth and Richard Levine

MacAndrews & Forbes 
Holdings, Inc.

Sandy Santana

In Memory of Donald 
Sherman

John S. Siffert

Emmanuel Tchividjian

Fred Wistow

Gifts of $1,000 - 
$1,499

Admedia Partners

Anonymous

Elizabeth and Stanlee 
Brimberg

Lewis B. Cullman

Jeff Dangl and Sarah Grant

Nan and Richard Davis

Karen Eschenbach

Fred Farkouh

Jeffrey S. Feinman and  
Toni Parker

Penelope D. Foley

give2gether

Julie Gonthier Sarly and  
Alex Sarly

Thomas Greenberg

Teresa M. Jerner

Stacy Kanter and Eric 
Kornblau

Steven L. Kessler

Morris J. Kramer

Michael and Susan Labhard

Nancy Lieberman and Mark 
Ellman

J. Alejandro and Diane 
Longoria

Marcia Robinson Lowry

Martin, Harding and Mazzotti, 
LLP

Metzger-Price Fund Inc.

Newmark Knight Frank

Nicholas Papain

Michael Paskin and Danielle 
DeMaio

Alon Plitt

Robert Pond

Petsky Prunier

Kimberly Rimer and Lewis 
Tepper

Amanda Schupf

Wendy Smith & Barry Meyer

Grady Spivey

Squareup.com

Zina Steinberg and David 
Rudenstine

Rachel Steinman

Robert Strang Investigative 
Management Group

Matthew W. String

Brian Sullivan

Phyllis and Bernard Sussman

Sally A. Thurston

Rusty Unger and David Burr

Toby and Sara Willard

Craig Woerz

This Annual Report includes donors whose gifts were received in 2012. Every effort has been made to ensure the 
accuracy of this report.

DONORS
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Staff 
and  
Board

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Marcia Robinson Lowry,  
president and executive 
director

Alan C. Myers, chair 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom LLP

Jordan Seaman 
treasurer

Anne Strickland Squadron, 
secretary

Joseph Warren Belluck 
Belluck & Fox LLP

Lawrence J. Fox 
Drinker Biddle & Reath 
LLP

Jay Galluzzo 
Flywheel Sports, Inc.

Daniel Galpern 
TZP Group LLC

Mark Lopez 
Lewis, Clifton & Nikolaidis 
PC

Darryl “DMC” McDaniels

Jay Neukom 
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & 
Sullivan, LLP 

Megan Shattuck 
Korn/Ferry International

James Stanton 
World Wide Group

STAFF

Marcia Robinson Lowry, 
founder and executive  
director

Sara Bartosz, lead counsel

Laurie Bensky, senior policy 
analyst

Laurence Borten, senior staff 
attorney

Wende Gozan Brown,  
director of communications 
and marketing

Katherine Bridges,  
administrative assistant

Melissa Cohen, staff attorney

Brittany Davis, paralegal

Julia Davis, staff attorney

Adam Dembrow, staff attorney

Lauren Kidd Ferguson,  
communications manager

Aaron Finch, staff attorney

Elissa Glucksman Hyne,  
senior policy analyst

Elizabeth Pitman Gretter,  
staff attorney

Miriam Ingber, senior staff 
attorney

Tony Joe, paralegal

Bill Kapell, lead counsel

Adriana Luciano, staff attorney

Ira Lustbader, associate  
director

Marjorie A. McAndrews,  
director of finance

Nelida Mulero, bookkeeper

Susan Reeves, executive  
assistant

Joshua Rosenthal, staff  
attorney

Sarah Russo, staff attorney

Sandy Santana, chief operating 
officer

Lindsey Smith, paralegal

Jenny Soderquist, office  
coordinator

Nora Stephens, paralegal

Emmy Vargas, senior  
administrative assistant

Sally S. Weissman, director of 
operations

Daniel Whitman, paralegal

Christina Wilson, senior staff 
attorney

Edward Wixler, paralegal

Kate Wood, staff attorney

Special Counsel:

Stephen Dixon

Rachel Brodin Nili

Eric Thompson
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Actor Rosie Perez, recipient of the 2013 Children’s Rights Champion Award, with the Winner sisters. Deanna 
and Alyssa Winner joined their forever family thanks to CR’s campaign to reform New Jersey foster care.

To learn more 
about becoming a donor, 
please contact Children’s Rights

Children’s Rights

330 Seventh Avenue

New York, NY 10001

212.683.2210

Visit us on the web at  

www.childrensrights.org

Like Children’s Rights on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter @ChildrensRights


